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About This Book 

This book is the first attempt to explore the nexus between urban innovation and 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). It puts together global examples of urban 
innovation initiatives, highlighting practical, policy-oriented, social, and technolog-
ical interventions. The case studies are divided into four clusters of “green cities”, 
“inclusive cities”, “resilient cities”, and “healthy cities”. In doing so, the book maps 
various global examples of urban innovation for sustainable pathways and direc-
tions. It also highlights means of implementation of tool and technologies, data, 
financing, and governance. The overarching aim is to provide a holistic overview 
of urban innovation-sustainable development nexus, which would help future policy 
development, paradigm shifts, and technological applications. 

By summarizing a selection of successful initiatives, interventions, and projects, 
this book highlights how urban innovation could accelerate achieving SDGs. The 
lessons learned from each case study cluster are narrated as knowledge transfer 
platforms for future city development and achieving sustainable development. These 
lessons will be beneficial to practitioners and governments, as well as researchers 
and academics who are interested in urban innovation research. City case studies 
included in the book are based on their success stories as role models for other cities 
in developed and developing nations. This collection helps us portray a more holistic 
image of urban innovation aligned with the SDGs and pathways to achieving them. 

Ali Cheshmehzangi 
Nicholas You 

José Siri 
Eugénie Birch
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